Poem: Sonnet 29 (I think of Thee)
1. ‘My thoughts do twine and bud about thee, as wild
vines, about a tree’

Poem: Letters from Yorkshire
1. ‘indoors to write to me, his knuckles singing’
2. ‘It’s not romance, simply how things are’

2. ‘Renew thy presence; as a strong tree should’
3 ‘You out there, in the cold, seeing the seasons’

3. ‘Rustle thy boughs and set thy trunk all bare’

4. ‘feeding words onto a blank screen’
5. ‘Is your life more real because you dig and sow?’

4. ‘Drop heavily down,—burs, shattered, everywhere!’

5. ‘deep joy to see and hear thee’

6.

‘pouring air and light into an envelope’.

7. ‘watching the same news in different houses’
8. ‘our souls tap out messages across the icy miles’

6. ‘breathe within thy shadow a new air’
7. ‘I do not think of thee—I am too near thee’

Poem: Follower

Poem: Singh Song!

1. ‘His shoulders globed like a full sail strung’

1. ‘vee share in chapatti
vee share in di chutney’

2. ‘The horse strained at his clicking tongue’

2. ‘hey Singh, ver yoo bin?

3. ‘An expert’

4. ‘I stumbled in his hob-nailed wake’

5. ‘Sometimes he rode me on his back’
6. ‘I wanted to grow up and plough’

3. ‘she effing at my mum
in all di colours of Punjabi’

4. ‘late in di midnight hour
ven yoo shoppers are wrap up quiet’

5. ‘vee stare past di half-price window signs
at di beaches ov di UK in di brightey moon —‘

7. ‘All I ever did was follow’
8. ‘I was a nuisance, tripping, falling, yapping always’

9. ‘But today it is my father who keeps stumbling behind me’

6. ‘from di stool each night i say,
is priceless baby’

Poem: Mother, any distance
1. ‘Mother, any distance greater than a single span
requires a second pair of hands.’

2. ‘You at the zero-end’

3. ‘reporting metres, centimetres back to base’

Poem: Walking Away
1. ‘It is eighteen years ago, almost to the day –‘

2. ‘ I watched you play
Your first game of football’

3. ‘ then, like a satellite
Wrenched from its orbit, go drifting away’

4. ‘Anchor. Kite.’
4. ‘With the pathos of a half-fledged thing set free
Into a wilderness’
5. ‘I space-walk through the empty bedrooms’
5. ‘Like a winged seed loosened from its parent stem’
6. ‘to fall or fly.’
6. ‘selfhood begins with a walking away,
And love is proved in the letting go.’

Poem: Winter Swans
1. 'The clouds had given their alltwo days of rain and then a break'

2. 'we skirted the lake, silent and apart'

Poem: When we two parted
1. 'Long, long shall I rue thee,
Too deeply to tell.'

2. 'They name thee before me,
A knell to mine ear;'

3. 'icebergs of white feather'
3. 'silence and tears'
4.' 'They mate for life' you said as they left'
4. 'Half broken-hearted,
4. 'I noticed our hands...had,somehow,

To sever for years,'

swum the distance between us'
5. 'In secret we met- In silence I grieve,'
5. 'like a pair of wings settling after flight'
6. ' A shudder comes o'er meWhy wert thou so dear?'

Poem: Climbing My Grandfather
1. 'I decide to do it free, without a rope or net.'

Poem: Love's Philosophy
1. 'fountains mingle with the river'

2. 'Nothing in the world is single'
2. 'the skin of his finger is smooth and thick
like warm ice.'

3. 'All things by a law divine in one spirit meet and mingle'

4. 'Why not I with thine?'
3. 'I discover the glassy ridge of a scar,'
5. 'No sister-flower would be forgiven'
4. 'for climbing has its dangers'
6. 'What is all this sweet work worth if thou kiss not me?'

5. ‘reaching for the summit,
where gasping for breath I can only lie'

6. 'feeling his heat, knowing ‘
the slow pulse of his good heart.'

Poem: Neutral Tones:
Poem: The Farmer's Bride
1. 'We stood by a pond that winter day, and the sun was
white'

1. 'more’s to do at harvest-time than bide and woo'

2. 'And a few leaves lay on the starving sod'
2. 'We chased her, flying like a hare'

3. 'Over tedious riddles of years ago'
3. 'I've hardly her speak at all.'
4. 'The smile on your mouth was the deadest thing'
4. 'Shy as a leveret'
5. 'Like an ominous bird a-wing'
5. 'What's Christmas time without there be some other in
the house than we!'
6. 'And a pond edged with greyish leaves.'

6. 'The soft young down of her; the brown, the brown of
her - her eyes, her hair, her hair!

Poem: Eden Rock
Poem: Porphyria's Lover
1.‘They are waiting for me’
1. ‘I listened with heart fit to break’
2.
2. ‘She shut the cold out and the storm’

2.‘Genuine Irish Tweed’

3. ‘She put my arm about her waist

3.‘Her hair, the colour of wheat’

And made her smooth white shoulder bare’
4.‘The sky whitens as if lit by three suns’
3. ‘But passion sometimes would prevail’
4. ‘Porphyria worshipped me’
5. ‘Perfectly pure and good’
7. ‘I found
A thing to do…
And strangled her’
8. ‘I am quite sure she felt no pain’
9. ‘God has not said a word’

5.‘They beckon to me from the other bank.’

6.‘I had not thought it would be like this.’

Poem: Before you were Mine
1. Your polka dot dress blows round your legs. Marilyn.’
2. ‘I’m not here yet.’

3. ‘The decade ahead of my loud, possessive yell was the
best one, eh?’
4. ‘your ghost clatters towards me’
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5. ‘and whose small bites on your neck, sweetheart?’
6. ‘ I wanted the bold girl winking in Portobello’

7. ‘That glamorous love lasts
Where you sparkle and waltz and laugh before you were
mine.’

A Christmas Carol (45 minutes)
(15 minutes reading and
checking)

